
 
 

 

MINUTES OF THE PTI ASSICIATION AGM held at 
The Holiday Inn Hotel on Saturday 14th April 2018 at 1500 hrs 

 
 

 

  
Present: 

 

Wg Cdr Travis Tonkin 

Mr Geoff Fortnam 

Mr Dave Percy 

Mr Geoff Snelling 

Mr Bob Roberts 

WO Clark Coghill 

Sgt Ronan Archbold 

Mrs Denise Street Brown 

Mr Roy Rigg 

 

Patron 

President 

Vice President & Welfare 

Vice President 

Vice President 

Chairman 

Treasurer 

Secretary 

Standard Bearer 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

80 members 
signed 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
Apologies 

 

 
Bob Roberts, Sean Unwin, John Reeves, Paul Giblin, Jon 
Pulford, Tom Dela Hunty, Tony Smith, John Henderson, Maggie 
Henderson, Glenn Roberts, Ken Marsh, John Ashby, Roger 
Mayhew, Sue Zwart Woodward, Tony Betteridge, Phil Hockaday, 
Eric Henry, Bob Grieg, Graham Walker, Tony Blaser, Terry 
Stones, John Weedon, Bob Bennison, Bob Quantock, Tony 
Norton, Ian Swindale, Gary Scott, Violet Parsons, Pete Ingle, 
Rick Taylor, Simon Heys, Paul Bate, Chris Williams, Paul Martin, 
Paddy Johnson, Denise Von Roretz, Babs Hill, Rod Clark, Dick 
Miles, Geoff Diggle, Debbie Massey, Bob Palmer, Andrea Shaw, 
Ted Wharton, Ian Kevan, Tom Hardman, Darrald Jones, Frank 
Platts, Phil Moyse, Mick Murphy, John Bigham, Hazel Bigham, 
John Gallagher, Tony Cornish, Christian Cornish, Paul Gray, 
Steve Parlor, Ian Bendy, Kev Norris, Pete Sands, Miko 
Mikolajewski, Henry Macdonald, Glan Evans, Chris Beadel, Barry 
Mullet, Graham Hughes, Dave Rees, Nick Oswald, Mick Raftery, 
Paul Bryant, Phil Thompson  
 
Are included in the secretary’s report 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
See attached sheet for details.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  ACTION 
ITEM 1 – MARCH IN THE STANDARD 
 
The Chairman opened the AGM at 1500 hrs and asked all present to stand whilst the 
Standard was marched in by Roy Rigg.  A minutes silence was observed in respect 
of the Association members who have died and all the servicemen and women who 
have lost their lives during the last year in serving their country.  
Dave Percy read out a list . 

 

 
ITEM 2 – WELCOME 
 
The Chairman welcomed all persons present to the meeting and along with the 
Patron thanked once again all for attending. 
 

 

ITEM 3 – OPENING ADDRESS AND BRANCH UPDATES 
 
The Chairman, Patron and Treasurer read out the updates on the specialisations 
within the Ped Branch (PJI, ATI and ERI). WO Mick Barron updated the members on 
developments within the School of PT with respect to the last year. These updates 
are attached to the minutes. 

 

  
ITEM 4 – APOLOGIES / MINUTES OF THE 2017 AGM & MATTERS ARISING  
  
Apologies are included in the secretary’s report. 
 
The 2017 minutes were approved as true and accurate.  
 
Proposed:  Darrald Jones 
Seconded: Mick Murphy 
 
There were no matters arising from the 2017 minutes. 

 

  
ITEM 5 – REPORTS 
 
Secretary’s Report 
The Secretary’s report was read out and a copy is attached to the minutes. 
Please inform the Secretary of any changes in contact details. 
dmbsquash@hotmail.com – Tel No: 07737 192103 

   

 

 
Treasurer’s Report 

 

The Treasurer talked those present through the report and invited question from the 
floor. Sgt Archbold stated that the accounts book was available for the members to 
peruse.  A copy of the report is attached to the minutes. 
The treasurer’s report was approved. 
 
Proposed Graham Hughes 
Seconded Phil Moyse 
 
 
Welfare Officer’s Report  
Dave Percy read out his report, a copy of which is attached to the minutes.  

 

  
Standard Bearer’s Report 
Roy Rigg read from his report, a copy of which is attached to the minutes.  
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SECRETARY’S REPORT 2018 

 

I would  like to begin by saying a big thank you to all of the committee who have worked  tirelessly 

to organise what we hope will be a great reunion worthy of the Centenary celebrations. These 

things don’t just happen and it has been “great teamwork” to get us to this point. Special thanks to 

Ian Kevan for organising the Roebuck Memorial Cycle which raised funds for the Roebuck statue. 

Also our recognition and thanks to Darrald Jones and Dave Percy for leading on the “Roebuck 

Memorial Project” culminating in the consecration of the statue at the National Memorial 

Arboretum Saturday 14th April. Congratulations on a job well done. 

 

AGM apologies received from:- 

Terry Hagan, Ron Houghton, Tim Marsden, Ken Irvine, Harry Chamberlain, Alan Beattie, Allan 

Gardner, Gus Nabney, Keith Bryce, George Hunter, Simon Edmonds, Sarah Johnson, Bob 

Lester, Dave and Jacqui Coulson, Andy MClay, George Whitecross, Andy Wright, Steve Draycott, 

Mal Broom, Jim Lord, Gary Pollard, Sharon Cowap, Rod Crawford, Christine Colquhoun, Brian 

Powell, Roy Hunt, Frank Egerton, Olive Hathaway, Randall Bevan and Dick Dickerson. 

 

Over the last year, we have had 22 new members joining the Association 

Mary Worsfold, Mike Carter, Violet Parsons, Christine Pitman, Peter Ingle, Gerry Howsman, 

George Mikolajwski, Phil Olding, Ruth Olding, Kirsty Floyd, Paul Floyd, Ceri Marshman, Andrew 

Lee, David Coulson, Jacqui Coulson, Kevin Kinvig, Andy Stalker, Tony Keoghan, Dale Barrett, 

Pete Sands, Sean Unwin and Deborah Massey. 

  

Numbers attending the reunion this year are up significantly because of it being the centenary 

year.  We reached capacity numbers of 180, however over the last few weeks leading up to the 

reunion, there were 14 cancellations due to illness, work commitments and family bereavement. 

We have accommodated all those who were on the waiting least and have a final number of 176 

attending the dinner function. 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY: The reunion next year will be Friday and Saturday 12-13th April 2019 

at the Holiday Inn Hotel,  these dates have been confirmed by the hotel. 

The SW PTI Reunion 2018 will take place at RAF St Mawgan from 30th Aug to 1st Sep. As 

normal there will be golf on the Thursday, followed by a meal and social in Newquay and the main 

event of a Top Table Luncheon will take place on the Friday at approx 1330. Please contact the 

SW rep Graham Hughes if you would like to attend hughsey56@sky.com 

 

Finally, I am willing to continue in post for a further year if the members so wish. 

 
Denise Street Brown 

Secretary RAF PTI Association 
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TREASURER’S REPORT 2017/18 

 
School of Physical Training 

TSF(D) 
 

Royal Air Force Cosford 
WV7 3EX 

Tel: (01902) 70 4576 
 

Personal - Ronan.Archbold310@mod.uk 
 
The RAF PTI Association account remains an SIF (Non-Public Fund) at RAF Cosford. A reminder 

please that any cheques should be made payable to “SERVICE FUNDS RAF COSFORD”. 

The balance of account now sits around £4500.00, a part refund of the Roebuck grant, 

association donations and memorabilia sales up almost 200% has seen the fund grow £1600 

above what was expected.  Wine for the dinner still drains against donations and I propose the 

dinner cost is raised by £3 for next year to £28.00 subject to any increase from the hotel? 

 

I would also like to commission a dual poppy/PTI Badge lapel pin with the RBL and expect an 

initial outlay to be approximately £500-£700. 

 

 

1. Memorabilia- Stock holding value    £3019.26  

Sales for the year   1. £3610.731  

 

2. Expenditure- Accounts error                             £35.00 

Admin & fees                2. £363.61 

2017 & 18 AGM / Dinner     £8419.23 

Dinner refund’s      £325.00 

Memorabilia    3. £2962.94 

Roebuck Ride                 4. £124.28 

AGM Golf       £340.00 

Total       £12570.06 

 

3. Income-   CF    £6,024.92 

Memorabilia sales   £3610.73 

Dinner & Golf              £5138.00 

Membership    £360.00 

Donations   5. £1165.00 

Roebuck   £900.00 

 

Total    £17,198.65 

Balance (as 31 Mar 18) £4628.59 

 
1. Sales up from £1289 last year 

2. Secretary, Standard  Bearer & Treasurer costs 

3. Includes Stock, Engraving & Awards 

4. Refreshment costs 

5. Roebuck donators have been included in the commemorative book 
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4. PTI Association Accounts 2018/19 Estimation 

 

CF    £4628.59 

 

   Expenditure   i   £225.56    

        ii  £243.00 

       iii £100.00 

       iv £500.00 

    Income   v £225.00 

        vi £500.00 

        vii £2162.00 

 

     Balance   £6582.03 

 

The Association Treasurer File for 17/18 will be available for you to peruse 

 
i. 2018/19 administration costs 
ii. Secretary expenses for centenary year 
iii. Dinner refunds 
iv. Poppy commission cost 
v. Outstanding dinner payments 
vi. Potential raffle income 
vii. Estimated sales of memorabilia 

 

RArchbold 
Ronan Archbold 

Treasurer RAF PTI Association 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
WELFARE OFFICER’S REPORT 
 
At our last meeting we were informed of the sad passing of Eileen Beasley after a short 

illness. Her funeral took place a couple of weeks after and Ican report to you that there was 

an excellent turnout for it along with RAF Cosford providing an escort with our Standard. 
 
Also, at our last meeting for the first time in many years John Doran (NE Rep)was absent 

due to illness. From hospital he sent his best wishes to all. A visit to cheer him up was 

arranged by Mal Broom and several us were preparing to go when events overtook us and 

sadly John passed. 

 
During this year we have lost many friends and in some cases family. The Cornish family lost 

their daughter and the Assoc's condolences were sent to them. Bill Ennis passed after a 

brave fight with cancer and cards were sent to both his ex-wife and partner and I know 

many made the effort to attend his funeral. In June last year lan Kevan and many others 

made the bike ride from Cosford to Saints and back to raise money for the R o eb u c k  

memorial, on that ride was Charlie Quinn.Those of you that knew Charlie will remember 

him as a bubbly bundle of energy and so it was with great sadness that only a couple of 

weeks later we learned the news that he had taken his own life. His funeral was well 

attended  and I thank all those that made the effort  to be there. His mother and brothers 

travelled over from Malta and Ipersonally offered the Assoc's condolences to them on the 

day. I was in constant contact with his partner Allison and his son through that difficult time, 

but I would like to thank Mark Hyde for the time he spent liaising with the family and 

Ibelieve still is. John Walker, Jack Flint, Wally  Duff, Chris Duerden and Roger 'Shakey' 

Williams whilst not members were all “Badged” and will be sadly missed. Cards of 

condolence were sent to all their families.Sadly, in many cases the news of their passing 

comes all too late to do anything more. 
 
Julie Windridge was the girl in charge of the sports store at the School for many years and 

an Associate member. Sadly,she passed suddenly on the morning of a Graduation. Her 

funeral was well attended by a strong contingent from the SofPT and others in the Cosford 

area. Ron Bain's passing was co-ordinated by Gareth Roberts and I would like to thank him 

for that. A card with our condolences was sent to his wife Audrey and her family. 

 
Just recently I was informed of the sudden death of Tom Jones. Tom lived in the 

Grantown area and was very well liked and respected in the area, his funeral was co-

ordinated by Stu Coulthard and my thanks go to him for that. 

 
During the year get well cards were sent to Rita Brennan our long standing past secretary 

who had a knee replacement and another was sent to Darrald Jones. You are all aware that 

over the past 2 years Darrald and myself have been working tirelessly on your behalf to 

achieve the commissioning and building of the RAF PTI Association Roebuck Memorial . What 

you will not be aware of is that we have both be slightly under the weather.  

 

 

 

 



 

In Darrald’s case he decided to lose a couple of stones by going on a cruise (serves him 

right), but ended up in hospital in America in a bit of a state. Fortunately, he entered the 

hospital in time to stop his vital organs shutting down completely. He is half the man he 

was, but gladly still with us. In my own case, for those not aware I was diagnosed with 

Cancer of the Kidney in Oct last year and had my right kidney removed in November.The 

prognosis is good with me requiring scans every 4 months until they are sure I'm clear. 

Iwas fortunate that neither Chemo or Radiotherapy were required because that would have 

meant the loss of my hair….  

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those of you who visited me, phoned me, 

sent emails or cards wishing me a full and speedy recovery. Ican only say it was very 

humbling, very uplifting and also very much appreciated. 

 

Dave Percy 

 
SIMON BEADEL MEMORIAL GOLF TROPHY 2018 
 

Ladies and gentlemen, for the first time in the many years this competition has been held, 

the weather played a major part. From the magnificent number of 38 entrants only 22 

braved the conditions and managed to play.No buggies were allowed on the course 

precluding some,others just didn't  fancy the rain as it was pouring down when we were due 

to start,indeed many courses would have been closed under those conditions.Those that 

did play,although getting wet and muddy said they enjoyed themselves but that it was hard 

work. 

 

There were 2 nearest the pin competitions,the first N/P in one was won by Graham Hughes, 

the second N/P in 2 was won by John Weedon. 

 

In the Diggers and Hackers Comp,for those with a handicap of 19 and over,In 3rd place was 

Gary Scott with 24pts,in 2"d place was Bob Wotton with 28pts and the winner with 32 pts 

was John Weedon. 

 

In the SBMT anyone can play but with a maximum H/C of 18 and they must declare they are 

playing for it before teeing off. In 3rd place with 30pts was JohnPulford,in 2"d place with 

32pts was Ceri Marshman,and the winner with 39pts off an 8 H/C  was Travis Tonkin. 

 

The Trophy was awarded by Susan Beadel, 

The prizes were donated by John Ashby, Dom O’Sullivan, Dick Miles and Martin Longdon, to 

all of whom I am very grateful.  

 

Dave Percy 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 



STANDARD BEARER’S REPORT 2018 

 

The debut of our standard was 2004 - 14 years ago at the Funeral of Morris Chuwen  who insisted 

we have a PTI standard RIP Morris . This year it has been paraded some 13 times on 

average SEE LIST and over the years that is 168 times. A well used investment by Morris and he 

would be proud as am I to have had the honour to carry it  for a unique branch of the Royal Air 

Force. 

For the record I am still carrying the Hazlemere Royal British Legion standard which I will take to 

the Menin Gate, Ypres Belgium in July for the 100th anniversary of WW1. We lived quite close to it 

working for the Commonwealth War Graves Commission some 5 years before I joined the RAF, 

so for me it will be very emotional  as will our trip to the National Aboretum. I have 7 

comrades/friends former Royal Marines I was with named on the memorial wall. 

I am happy to continue to carry on carrying the standard but it would be good to have a deputy to 

share the commitments and training could be given if required, eventually to take over. Is there a 

volunteer out there…..?           

 

LIST OF S/B DUTIES:- 

 3rd May 2017 Funeral of Eileen Beasley       

 7th May Memorial Service RAF Runnymead Memorial Windsor        

 16th  May Funeral of John Doran standard carried by Garry Pollard       

 17th June Armed Forces Day  Aylesbury         

 23rd August Funeral of Charlie Quinn        

 17th Sept RAFA Battle of Britain day with Air Command  High Wycombe        

 4th November Cotswold Water Park Fundraiser H4H and RAF Benevolent Fund 

organised by Mr and Mrs Chris Beadel        

 12th November Armistice day Service High Wycombe     

 30th November Funeral  of resident Jackson court former  Trooper Rhodesian Special Air 

Service Regt I did training at Poole with them and  then a Parachute course with them at 

RAF  Abingdon 1961       

 11th January 2018 Funeral of  Ron Bane         

 1st April Anniversary 100 years of the RAF Flackwell Heath Royal British Legion the 

Station SWO Air Command  Steve Marshall and others were in attendance  

 

A big thank you to all committee members especially D and Dave Percy, keep the good work 

going.  

Yours Sincerely Roy Rigg, Standard Bearer. 

 
 



 
RAF PTI ASSOCIATION AREA REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS 2018 

 
East Midlands – Position vacant no report. Is there a Volunteer out there as this has been vacant 

for the last 12 months? 

 

West Midlands -  John Weedon. 

Sorry no further news, but I am prepared to continue as the West Midlands Rep 

 

North West – John Gallagher. I sent out letters (with stamped addressed return envelopes) to 

ascertain the interest in a local reunion, but no response. 

 

Wales – Ron Houghton Nothing to report 

 

South East and London – Ian Swindale  Ian will be contacting members to notify them of the 

Centenary Events going on in the area and encourage attendance. 

 

East Anglia – Terry Hagan  

Terry submitted his reported but unfortunately was taken ill a few days prior to the reunion and 

was unable to attend. The first he has missed since the reunions started, however he assures me 

he will be back next year. 

Olive Hathaway is 88 and still going strong. Sorry to miss Reunion at Telford but looking forward 

to visiting the Roebuck Memorial in the future, currently attending with her daughter to see 

husband Harry’s name inscribed on Stone at RAF Regiment Shrine where Harry had 

distinguished service. She wishes all well and happy for members to contact her.  

Randal Bevan is celebrating 63 years of marriage to Heather. Proud of being a PTI loved his 

Training at Cosford, it was the best time of his life. Proudest time was getting his PJI Brevit. He 

sends best wishes to all. He is happy for members to contact him. 

Tony Cornish says everything is Hunky Dory with him and is attending the reunion together with 

Tessa and is looking forward to seeing everyone as usual. Tony is happy for members to contact 

him. 

Dick Dickerson now aged 89 and still 'Keeping moving” Does a bit of gardening keeps in touch 

with members of the Habbaniya society https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/RAF_Habbaniya He now 

lives with his son in the Norfolk village of Mattishall. He misses a lot of his mates as they have 

died and he is surviving at 89 but still “With It”. Dick is happy to hear from other members. 

Frank Lee has moved house to live with his daughter in Ipswich but I am unable to find his 

address. Hope to soon find him as I know he wants to keep in touch. If anyone is in touch with 

him, please could you let me know his address etc. Terry Hagan 01473 221695 

terence.hagan@talktalk.net 

NB if anyone wants to contact any of the above, you can do so via the secretary at 

dmbsquash@hotmail.com or 07737 192103. 
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Overseas – Sue Zwart Woodward (resides in the Netherlands) 

As mentioned at previous AGM’s, it is impossible to get the overseas members together as we are 

all so far apart. Perhaps it is an idea for us to join our home area gathering if in the UK at the 

same time.  

It is nice to see that I am not the only one travelling from abroad for this year's reunion.  Hello Eric 

Henry travelling from Oz, Paul Martin from Spain and not forgetting Tom Dela Hunty who is I 

believe also living in Holland on a part time basis. 

 
Scotland - George Whitecross 

Nothing really to report presently, most of the regulars have very little appetite for the Scottish 

based PTI Golf Championships and reunion. 

 

After the sad passing of Tom Jones recently (Tom was an active golfer), I am working on a new 

Scottish PTI Golf Champs in Tom's memory and have a plan to invite 4 of Tom's Ex PEd mates 

(from the likes of Laurie Skuodas, Jim Morning, Stu Coulthard, Paul Gray, Dave Howie, Pete 

Boden, John Henderson, etc etc) to take on 4 regular PEders (from Grantown/RAF Lossiemouth) 

for the "Tom Jones" Memorial Cup sometime in the summer and build up year-on-year. I will let 

you know how it progresses after speaking with his family and when/where we plan to play. 

 

As far as the 2018 reunion goes, please give my apologies and best wishes to everyone in 

attendance, I hope you all have a great night celebrating not only the RAF 100, but the 100 year 

anniversary of the Physical Education branch as well, many congratulations everyone.  

 
North East – Mal Broom 
 
I am honoured and proud to have accepted this role, especially in this the 100th anniversary of 

our branch and oh yes the RAF as a whole...  

 

My first announcement is to explain for those who don't know, I am now John Doran “Mark 2”. 

I served from 79-86 at Cottesmore and Cosford. Then onto 3+ with Prison Service, 9 years with 

the Met and 14 years with Northumbria police forces, retiring in December 2012. 

 

Sadly John Doran passed away in May '17 and having accepted the position after some collusion 

from Clarky. My first task was to assist in coordinating his funeral with his and ‘our family’. Many 

thanks to Dee and Gary Pollard for their efforts in facilitating the presence of the standard, which 

John’s family greatly appreciated. My gratitude to those who attended the service, especially 

those who made long journeys for one of our longest serving members and officials. 

I would also like to thank John’s family for their very kind donation to the Roebuck Fund in John’s 

memory. 

 

Oct 13th saw the first organised informal get together. After a couple of false starts to use the 

sporting analogy, 5 gathered for what I hope is to become a new beginning for the NE Association 

on a local level. 

 

We gathered again on 2nd Feb where 9 turned out to what was considered a very social evening, 

with several travelling from Yorkshire and Lancashire. You know who you are. 

Many thanks for your support and SW watch out!! 

 



If anyone is willing to travel to the frozen north, you’re more than welcome to join our little informal 

soirées in the future. Potentially and I apologise for the advertising, the next may be around 

October/ November time. 

I’d like to thank my ex-colleagues at Northumbria Police who run a venue for allowing us access 
to their “members only club”  at no cost and the offer of future use....should the need arise.  
 
That’s me all done, so I wish you all a great evening tonight and apologies for not being with you 
but a new job  at Newcastle Airport prevents me from being with you this weekend to enjoy the 
occasion. 
 
Mal Broom 

 
South West – Graham Hughes 
 

The SW PTI Reunion took place at RAF St Mawgan, Newquay Cornwall, 30 Aug – 1 Sep 2017. 

Those who were ultra keen turned up on my doorstep on 30 Aug and convinced me that lots of 

beer should be consumed on my beach view patio, before trundling down to the local pub. In the  

 

Mermaid, we enjoyed good local Cornish pub grub food and of course drank copious amounts of 

the said nectar. Those guilty of this misdemeanour were, Dave Rees, Dave Percy, Gary Scott, 

John Reeves and of course I had to oblige, with the normal twisted arm! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The Mark “Buck” Rodgers Memorial 

Golf Bowl was competed for on 31 

Aug at Merlin GC. Arriving at 1200, all 

were treated to a bacon roll and 

coffee/tea before receiving the golf 

brief from the captain of the day, John 

Reeves. The Merlin GC was a new 

venue and all found the standard of 

the course enjoyable and challenging. 

Thanks go to both Brian Evans and 

Denise ‘Kitty’ Von Toretz for supplying 

refreshments on a fine sunny day - the 

appearance of the refreshment 

buggy was always a welcome sight! 

19 personnel played in the tournament  

and prizes were awarded to the 

following players: 

 

 

1st - Kev Norris - 40 pts  NTP - Martin Longden 

2nd - Dom O’Sullivan              LD   - Dom O’Sullivan 

3rd - Dave Percy 

 

For £20 it was a great day but a message from Dom to John is to get some decent balls as prizes 

you tight git. 

A Social evening in Newquay commenced as soon as possible after the golf. Personnel gathered 

in the Central pub in Newquay where good food was available in their restaurant, sports tv was on 

view and tall benches were available for those suffering from arthritis, and were able to stand or 

sit as they consumed the demon brews. But alas, the Indian meal gurus required sustenance of 

an eastern kind and taste buds ruled as they split the group in favour of gut rendering wind and 

horrendous farts to be shared during the Top Table the following day. Thanks for that but perhaps 

we will revert back to our old venue of the Steam Bar and Maharajah restaurant next year - 

however, a good night was had by all. Noted in dispatches was that Kev Kinvig turned up for the 

Top Table a day early in his bib and tucker at the Mess only to appear in the Central Bar a little 

later and a little bit confused! It should be mentioned that we were also grateful to be joined by 

Karen Rogers, who enjoyed herself immensely and wishes to be invited again next year. 

 

The Top Table on 1st Sep took its normal format of a square table design. Although 40 personnel 

responded with their interest for the function only 29 were sat down to the delights of a full roast 

Carvery - a speciality of the St Mawgan Mess chef. Our normal minutes silence for absent friends 

at the table was followed by a humorous Grace from Dave Percy, before tucking into starters of 

Prawn Cocktail or Pate. The carvery offered a self-service hotplate and although plates were filled 

with roast pork and beef, yorkshire pudding, seasonal veg, stuffing and gravy there was still plenty 

for second helpings as required. The cost of £25 per head is very good value, especially with all 

the pressures that Service Messes are now under to maintain these function offers. 

 

 

 

 



 

The sweets of chocolate torte or apple pie were followed by port, toasts and coffee before 

speeches were completed. The golf prizes were presented by Karen Rogers, our special guest 

who has wished me to thank everyone for making her feel so welcome and very much a part of 

the team. Damian Gange again posed as the professional photographer for the whole occasion 

and did a great job; thanks D. The move to the bar was inevitable and the festivities continued 

with plenty of gin & tonic, being drank, the singing bordering on a rugby club atmosphere and 

hugs and kisses as the night ebbed. The late nighters enjoyed mega pizza and bits organised by 

Brian Evans and as individuals met their limits of alcohol consumption and drifted to bed, smiles of 

another enjoyable occasion were noted. Finally, it should be noted that we raised further moneys 

to go towards the “Fat Blokes on Bikes’ cycle to the Alpe D’Huez in memory of Mark Rogers and 

the Salisbury District Hospital. A sum of £217 was raised at the Top Table which helped towards a 

total of £5526.53 - a very worthy cause. Those who attended the Top Table were as follows:  

 

Rich Lamb, Dave Percy, John Reeves, Graham Hughes, Dave Rees, Kev Kinvig, Karen Rogers, 

Denise Von Rortetz, Nick Oswald, Sharon Cowap, Gordon Bosworth, Brian Evans, Martin 

Longden, Jules Norris, Kev Norris, Andy Richardson, Martin Feasby, Al Gouge, Paul Loader, 

Domonic O’Sullivan, Dick Miles, Martin Burnell, Gary Scott, Grant Richards, Steve Taylor, Darrell 

Keane, John Edwards & Damian Gange. 

 

G S Hughes - SW PTI Rep 

 

ITEM 6 – ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS 
 

Chairman 
As the current chair WO Clark Coghill has completed his 3 year 
tenure, WO Mick Barron has been nominated as the incoming Chair of 
the RAF PTI Association 
Proposed Kev Norris  
Seconded Ronan Archbold 
 
Vice Chairman: Vacant, Kev Norris is standing down and currently 
nobody has volunteered as the Vice Chair 
 
The other officers were re-elected  
 
Treasurer: Sgt Ronan Archbold  
Proposed John Ashby,  
Seconded Phil Ashby 
 
Welfare Officer:  
Dave Percy  
Proposed Tony Norton  
Seconded Kev Norris 
 
Standard Bearer: Roy Rigg  
Proposed Geoff Fortnum 
Seconded Frank Platts  
 

 
 



 
 Secretary: Denise Street Brown  
 
 Proposed Bob Bennison 
 Seconded Ian Swindale 
 

 ITEM 7 – ELECTION OF AREA REPRESENTATIVES 

 
The Chairman proposed that as long as the area representatives were willing 
they should be re-elected. 
Seconded Phil Hockaday 
 
Scotland - George Whitecross 
North West - John Gallagher  
North East - Mal Broom 
West Mids - John Weedon  
East Mids - Vacant 
South West - Graham Hughes 
London & SE - Ian Swindale  
East Anglia - Terry Hagan  
Wales - Ron Houghton 
Overseas - Sue Zwart Woodward 
 
ITEM 8 – ROEBUCK MEMORIAL UPDATE 
 
After 2 years effort, the dedication of the Physical Education Memorial this morning was fantastic. 
I have to say that it has not all been plain sailing, with much soul searching along the way. 
 
When Darrald and I signed the contract with the sculptor, we realised we were committed to £10K 
with only £3K in the bank. I looked at Darrald and asked him what we would have to do if we didn’t 
raise that amount , he sighed and said we will probably have to sign personal cheques to make it 
up…. Very generous of him I thought! 
 
With much persuasion, begging and an awful lot of generosity on your behalf, we have not only 
raised an amount to pay for the Roebuck, but there is an additional amount of money of £4K 
which has been transferred into the SofPT museum account for the future upkeep of the memorial 
at the museum. 
 
A book with the names of all those who have donated to the Roebuck is on display in the SofPT 
museum. Further donations are still accepted with payments made to the PTI Association 
Treasurer (cheques made out to Service Funds RAF Cosford and names will be added to the 
memorial book. 
 
The accounts were fully audited and signed by the Chairman and a full breakdown of the 
expenses is attached. Once again many thanks to all those who have generously donated. 
 
Dave Percy 
 
Roebuck Memorial Treasurer 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

 



 
 
ITEM 9 – RAF PTI ASSOCIATION WEBSITE  
 
Website report 2018 

Good afternoon to you all. 

We had to change our website due to the original being accidently deleted by myself.  There was 

a problem as there were 2 RAF PTI Association websites on the browser, it took a while for the 

original to completely disappear.  

I took a fresh look at it and rebuilt and refreshed a new website which is now the 

rafptiassociationsite.com so far it has had the following visitors:  

UK 1,429, USA 85, Netherlands 63, Canada 37, Australia 28, Morocco 24, United Arab Emirates 

20, Cyprus 18 others include Spain, China, Italy, Norway, France, Philippines, India, Singapore, 

Brazil, Austria, European Union, Ghana, Russia, Costa Rica and Nigeria. 

A new page has been added called ‘The Awards’ this identifies all those that have been awarded 

honours in the past and present.  I thought the Canopy Club (PTS) had done an excellent job in 

recognising their people who had gained awards and therefore thought that we as an association 

should follow in their footsteps only for the whole of the RAF PTI/PEdO including those who 

entered our other Specialised duties. 

I copied the comprehensive information from the Canopy Club list and then tried to get as much 

other information as I could. I was delighted with information from Eric Henry about the 

PTIs/PEDOs involved in the Mountain Rescue teams who had received awards. 

The Website costs just £27 to run which is my annual donation to the Association.   

Friendship and Respect to you all 

 

Phil Moyse - philipmoyse7@gmail.com 
 
ITEM 10 – ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 

i. In recognition of the sterling work leading on the Roebuck Memorial Project Darrald Jones 

was nominated as a Life Vice President 

         Proposed by Clark Coghill 

           Seconded by Gary Scott 

ii. Question from Mick Murphy, “Has there been any recognition from SofPT around the 

Centenary celebrations?” 

Response from WO Mick Barron “It has been an exceptionally busy year with events on a 

number of weekends, it has been proposed that there will be a  2-3 day event in October 

which is in the planning stages. 

iii. Gary Scott has requested that people send him their photographs from the 

commemoration of the Roebuck statue at the NMA ceremony  

iv. Denise Von Roretz asked where were the photographs from those who went through 

SofPT when it was located at St Athan as there did not appear to be many on display. 

Clark Coghill replied that he and Ronan Archbold had searched the archives but with little 

success. If you have any photos taken as a UT PTI at Saints please would you scan and 

send to the secretary 

v. Sgt Archbold requested authority to invest £500-£700 on commissioning a PTI Poppy Pin 

through the RBL. The members approved this. 

Proposed Hazel Bigham 

Seconded John Bigham 

 

 

mailto:philipmoyse7@gmail.com


 

vi. On the occasion of the Thanksgiving Church Service for the formation of the RAF at St 

Clement Danes, the RAF Church in the Strand, Andrea Shaw had the honour of being the 

bearer of the No 1 Book of Remembrance which has all the names of the people from 

WW1 to the beginning of WW2. There are 11 books in all and No 1 and No11 books were 

dedicated on that day Sunday 1st April 2018. The books bear ALL the names of RAF 

personnel who have died in service, regardless of what the cause. Only the names are 

displayed, no rank is given as there is no rank in death. These books are on display in St 

Clement’s Church and relatives can access them.  Andrea is the first PTI to have this 

honour which is fitting giving it is our Centenary year. 

vii. Dave Percy proposed that the secretary’s hotel bill is picked up by the Association in 

appreciation of the outstanding effort  Dee makes in organizing the AGM and dinner 

function  

Seconded Clark Coghill, all in agreement 

viii. Jon Pulford kindly offered the use of a holiday property he owns in Norfolk for those 

members in “in need”. Contact the secretary for further details.   

 

  ITEM 11 -  CLOSING ADDRESS 

 

The President Geoff Fortnam closed proceedings with some recollections of years gone by:-  

He recalled starting his PTI Course in August 1945, graduating in February 1946, this was the 
first group of PTI’s to graduate after the war. 

 

Geoff was pleased to see such a good turnout for the service of dedication of the Roebuck 
memorial at the NMA and thanked  the Reverend Vick Van Den Bergh for a great service and Air 
Vice Marshall (Retired) Chris Davison’s for a moving and passionate speech. 

 

Geoff’s closing comment was “It is great to see the PTI Association continue to prosper and grow 
and hopefully it will continue to do so for years to come, thanks to all the committee members for 
their hard work”.  

 

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 16.25 hours 
 
Denise Street Brown 
RAF PTI Association Secretary  
Distribution: All Association Members 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EXERCISE REHABILITATION INSTRUCTORS (ERI) 2018 UPDATE  

 

This is a poignant year in the history of the ERI cadre. Headley Court, the spiritual centre for ERIs, 

is to close and relocate to a facility near Loughborough. Headley Court will see its last patient in 

July 2018 and then the Defence National Rehabilitation Centre (DNRC) will begin operations in 

September 2018. The DNRC will be located on the estate of the stately home Stanford Hall which 

was purchased by the late Duke of Westminster in 2011. Full planning permission was granted in 

2013 and HM Government announced in 2014 that Headley Court was to relocate in order to 

future proof the provision of rehabilitation for our injured service personnel. There are currently 9 

RAF ERIs working at Headley Court and in addition to the clinical and managerial case load they 

are heavily involved in the logistics operation of moving to this £300 million purpose built medical 

facility. 

Headley Court has also been the location for ERI training since 1985. Joint Service ERI Course 

Number 57 will be the last to graduate from Headley Court. There are 4 RAF PTIs on the current 

course and following graduation their assignments will see 100% of regular RAF ERI posts filled 

for the first time in 6 years. 

In the wider ERI Cadre there are currently 51 regular RAF posts, with ERIs serving on most main 

operating bases within Medical Centres and Regional Rehabilitation Units. Overseas, there are 3 

RAF ERIs permanently based in Cyprus along with a 6 month rotational post in the Mount 

Pleasant Airfield, Falklands Islands. 

 

 
FORCE DEVELOPMENT INSTRUCTORS (FDI) 2018 UPDATE  

 

We are now all called Force Development Instructors (FDIs) and we deliver Adventurous Personal 

Development Training (APDT). 

 

Late 2017, in typical HQ fashion, we renamed ourselves for the 4th time and stood up as the 

Robson Academy of Resilience. I give it 12 months. The Officers have departed en-masse with 

Wg Cdr FD & APDT, Sqn Ldr Eagles Scheme, Sqn Ldr FD & APDT Wg and Flt Lt Eagles 

Scheme. The team are now for the majority all at RAF St Mawgan. 

 

With a few hangers-on still tied to their desk or “working from home” in ex Judo & Sports Board 

GREAT Stevie Parlor working out of High Wycombe. 

  

Robson Resilience Centre - Grantown on Spey (RRC G) 

Currently has 12 FDIs - RAF staff who delivers Force Development /APDT to IOT cadets, units 

based in Scotland, all one of them….and instruct on the Eagles Schemes. The FDI course is 

based out of here delivered by an independent team of 4 FDIs, with 2 courses being held per 

year. The course is still 31 weeks long, with courses now training 6 students at a time. The OC is 

Flt Lt Nev Smith, WO is still Pete Hamilton with the Scotty “I am never leaving Scotland” McNeish 

and Neil Martin the 2 FS. Due to the requirement to shorten all military trg on completion of their 

FDI course all new FDIs then get posted to RRC Crickhowell. 

 

Robson Resilience Centre – Crickhowell (RRC C) 

Based in the Brecon Beacons, currently has 24 FDI RAF staff who mainly delivers FD/AT to all 

Phase 1 students from RAF Halton (the norm is 120+ every other week), IOT cadets from 

Cranwell, Units and instruct on the Eagles Schemes. The OC is Sqn Ldr John Dunn, FS CI is Lou 

Lupo, FS SI is Marcus Ross and Phil Calvert covering the role of FS OCU. 

 



 

Robson Resilience Centre -  Bavaria (RRC B) 

Based in Sonthofen, Germany. Bavaria has 6 FDI RAF staff that runs Snow Eagle, a 12 weeks of 

skiing and Eagles Nest for 26 weeks of multi activity trg (canoeing, kletterstieg, mountain biking 

and hill waking). The OC is Sqn Ldr Pat Mitchell, FS CI Steve “big calves, watch my badminton 

wrist” McMinn. 

UAS – 12 locations 

WO Mark Taylor now looks after 13 Sgt RAF FDIs stationed at the various UASs. They deliver all 

ground training to UAS cadets prior to them joining the RAF, this includes APDT, sport, SERE 

Trg, fitness and military training. They now have a mandate for their people to join up and those 

not wishing to, no longer get a 2nd or 3rd year on the Sqn’s anymore. 

 

Robson Resilience Centre – Danesfeild (RRC D) 

Working on the banks of the River Thames, RAF FDI Sgt Phil Crawford delivers day 

activities/leadership trg to all surrounding units. Activities include stand up paddle boarding, 

canoeing, raft building and dragon boating. Dragon boating is a new activity with teams racing a 

set course, with the top teams at the end of the year competing against each other in a head to 

head challenge. 

 

Robson Resilience Centre – St Mawgan (RRC S) 

The newest of the centres which only opened Sept last year, it currently has an OC in Sqn Ldr 

Steve Riley, FS CI in Darrel Keane and 1 FDI. The centre is due to increase in size and staff over 

the rest of this year. They currently deliver mountain biking, stand up paddle boarding, 

coasteering and surfing. 

 

We now have FDIs back at the JSMTCs in Wales, Scotland and Germany delivering all JSAT 

courses. 

 

Currently RAR, 22 Gp are co-ordinating 21 Eagles Schemes held all over Europe and UK 

comprising a mix of APDT and Staff Rides. The latest editions are; 

 

Kernow Eagle @ RAF St Mawgan delivering multi activity as above 

Dive Eagle @ RAF St Mawgan delivering Sub-Aqua Diving   

Berlin Eagle @ Berlin delivering staff rides 

Trail Eagle @ RRC Crickhowell delivering mountain biking 

Camino Eagle @ Spanish Pyrenees delivering hill walking. 

 

Each year 5,000 personnel undertake one of these schemes, with the total output for FD & APDT 

across the RAF being 12,500 students per year. 

 

PARACHUTE JUMPING INSTRUCTORS (PJI) 2018 UPDATE 

ADW have completed Project Newnham, which primarily comprised of the division of task lines 

within ADW into separate sqn functionalities. The ADW organisational changes resulted in the 

following 5 sqns standing up in Sep 17: HQ and Ops Sqn, Parachute Training Sqn, Parachute 

Engineering Sqn, Support Sqn and Personal Development Sqn.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

This allowed our enablers to function together and draw upon instructors from within their own 

sqn, resulting in a slight drawing back of manpower from external locations, whilst still maintaining 

a small specialist footprint with our customers. During this transition phase ADW maintained all of 

its standing commitments to MAB and 16 Air Assault Brigade as well as being showcased in front 

of the Royal Family, Blue Peter and more recently the RAF Big Bang Fair.  

 

Normality continued with a large number of overseas Exercises, including a major change of 

training venue. Basic Parachute Courses, Static Line Square Courses and the Advanced 

Parachute Training detachment, incorporating the High Altitude and Tandem Parachute courses, 

all continue.  

Another PJI Course Graduated on 1 Mar 18 with a record number of competencies, they have 

moved on to Parachute Training Sqn to deliver not only Basic Parachute Courses, but also Static 

Line Square Courses. As well as the course undertaking a training detachment to Cyprus, the 

NCOs completing the High Altitude Parachute Courses, culminating in a much sought after freefall 

descent from 25000 feet over the Southern California Desert. The current PJI course has 

commenced their journey within the specialisation and ADW welcomes the 9 additional members, 

3 Officers and 6 NCOs. 

 

Successful integration of the Army PJI was achieved with the initial 8 personnel passing out late 

last year and shortly to be followed by an additional 4 in May 18. 

 

The arrival of an A400M training mock-up will enable ADW to train with the aircraft of the future, 

as well as several upgrades and enhancements to existing equipment, including Virtual Reality, 

clothing, DZ equipment and IT. 

 

Safety continues to be the theme within ADW and several initiatives have been rolled out, the 

many advancements in Air Safety have been down to the embracing attitude of all staff within the 

Wing including SE Fitts, MTDs, FOAs, Photographers and the PJIs. 

 

Several PJIs have come and gone, some out of the service altogether, or back into mainstream 

PEd, some have even ventured out to take up assignments as SWOs. A plethora of births and 

weddings have kept ADW personnel occupied out of work and promotions aplenty have had the 

same effect in work. The ‘carrying’ of some manning posts has meant that some personnel are a 

little busier than the norm, despite that we continue to deliver a high standard of support to our 

key customers. 

  

There have been several notable milestones for the Wing outside of normal delivery not least the 

successful World Record attempt by Horus 7s (+25 hours nonstop Rugby 7s), culminating in an 

entry in the Guinness Book of World Records. Many individuals from across the Wing have 

received honours ranging from CAS’s Commendations to the weekly ‘thank you’ visit from the Stn 

Cdr. Coupled with the many sporting awards ADW has achieved much over the past 12 months, 

both in delivery of the task and external to the working environment. 

 

 
 
 
 


